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DOI recognizes ONRR’s Mary Williams 

with prestigious ‘Distinguished Service Award’ 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today at a ceremony in Washington D.C., the Department of 
Interior recognized Mary Williams, a program manager for the Office of Natural 
Resources Revenue (ONRR) in Denver and a 38-year Federal employee, with its 
prestigious Distinguished Service Award. 
 
The Distinguished Service Award is the highest recognition an employee can receive 
within the Department of the Interior.   The Department grants the award for an 
outstanding contribution to science, outstanding skill or ability in the performance of 
duty, outstanding contributions made during an eminent career in the Department, or 
other exceptional contribution to public service. 
 
Ms. Williams’ career with the Department “has been characterized by her dedication to 
DOI’s mission and commitment to the highest standards for Federal and Indian minerals 
revenue management and compliance,” said the award, signed by DOI Secretary Ken 
Salazar. 
 
It added, “She developed and implemented strategies for reducing royalty reporting errors 
on industry-prepared production and royalty reports.  As a facilitator for the Royalty 
Reporting and Production Accounting Subcommittee of the Royalty Policy Committee, 
Ms. Williams worked closely with industry, states and tribes to develop cost-saving 
recommendations of roughly $500,000 to $1.5 million per year.” 
 
Recognized by the DOI and the private sector, as well as state and Native American 
governments, Williams is extremely knowledgeable about regulations and guidelines 
used to establish the reporting and value of minerals produced from Federal and 
American Indian leases.    
 
“She leads by example and maintains a culture of professionalism,” the award noted, 
concluding that “her successful development and continuous improvement of risk-based 
compliance has resulted in greater assurance that the American public will receive fair 
market value from the nation’s mineral resources.” 
 



Williams is the program manager of the Central Audit and Compliance office within 
ONRR located at the Denver Federal Center.  She began her career with the DOI as a 
part-time employee while attending college.   
 
The Office of Natural Resources Revenue, part of the Department’s Office of Policy, 
Management and Budget, is responsible for collecting and disbursing revenues from 
energy production that occurs onshore on Federal and American Indian lands, and 
offshore in the Outer Continental Shelf.  During Fiscal Year 2011, the agency disbursed 
more than $11.2 billion to states, American Indian Tribes and individual Indian mineral 
owners, and to various Federal accounts, including the U.S. Treasury, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, and the Reclamation Fund. 
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