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General Comment

The long-standing rules governing royalty valuation should stay the same. The proposed rule is the
wrong way to go as it creates significant uncertainty; gives the Secretary of the Interior too much
power; punishes miners that sell to small industrial customers and export coal, and hurts coal
cooperatives and captive mine power plants; discourages energy production on federal lands; and
needs more study and review.

For example, in 2014, coal producers in Wyoming and Montana paid over $600 million in federal
royalties alone, half of which were disbursed back to the states for education and infrastructure. I
believe the proposed rule would likely diminish coal production and in turn reduce these important
federal and state revenues and hurt the economy.



