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General Comment

I support the regulations that ONRR just issued that would give the full royalty on publicly owned coal to
the Federal Treasury instead of having it siphoned off a shell company at a time for several times before it
reaches its final purchaser.at a much higher price than the lessee paid the public owner of the coal. The
shell company scam not only hurts public coal owners, but also private coal owners. I am sure that private
owners are presented with the idea that this is the way the feds lease their coal, and so you cannot get a
stronger lease. Therefore the private market in the west is also depressed.

Royalties should be paid on arm's length sales to capture the actual worth of the coal. There has been a
whole lot of scamming going on since the 1980's on Western coal. That is coal that has gone on the cheap
to the public owners. It will never come back. The schools in the Western states have been cheated of a
lot of money due to the scam system. The new rule should be kept, because the Western coal has gotten
progressively more difficult in technique and diminished in amount. This rule is an attempt to close the
door after the horse is gone, but the proposal to repeal it will just let every horse out of the barn with no
return.



