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Dear Mr. Southall: 

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) submits the following 
comments in response to the Office of Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR) proposed rule entitled 
"Repeal of Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal Valuation Reform," 82 Fed. Reg. 
16323 (April 4, 2017). Tri-State supports the proposed repeal of the 2017 Valuation Rule for the 
reasons set forth below. 

Tri-State is a not-for-profit wholesale electric cooperative whose power supply portfolio includes 
a diverse mix of fuel sources, including coal, natural gas, hydropower, solar, and wind. Tri-State is 
cooperatively owned by 43 not-for-profit rural electric distribution cooperatives and public power 
districts (Member Systems). Tri-State's Member Systems serve consumers in many rural communities 
spread over approximately 200,000 square miles throughout Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, and 
Wyoming. Tri-State and its Member Systems are representative of many providers of electric power to 
rural America. 

Tri-State owns Elk Ridge Mining and Reclamation, LLC, a mining subsidiary that supplies coal 
to two power plants in Colorado and operates federal coal leases. Tri-State is also a member of Western 
Fuels-Wyoming, Inc., which owns and operates mines supplying coal to power plants in Wyoming. Tri­
state is a lessee of record for a federal coal lease in Wyoming. 

Tri-State's mission is to provide its Member Systems with a reliable, cost-based supply of 
electricity while maintaining a sound financial position through effective utilization of human capital 
and physical resources in accordance with cooperative principles. 
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