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Interior Distributes $11.2 Billion in Energy 

Revenues to State, Tribal and Federal Governments 
FY2011 receipts a $2 billion increase over previous year 

 
WASHINGTON – The Department of the Interior collected $11.16 billion from energy 

production on public lands and offshore areas in fiscal year 2011 – a $2 billion increase over the 

previous year – and disbursed those revenues among federal, state and tribal governments, while 

funding reclamation, conservation and preservation accounts. 

 

“These revenues reflect significant domestic energy production and are a critical revenue stream 

for governments and American Indian communities, particularly in light of current economic 

conditions,” Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar said in announcing the totals. “The revenues 

will also support much-needed projects that create American jobs, such as power and water 

development in the West, land and water conservation efforts throughout the United States, 

critical infrastructure improvements and funding for education.” 

 

More than $6 billion went directly to the U.S. Treasury to fund programs for all Americans – 

making the Department’s mineral revenue disbursements one of the nation’s largest sources of 

non-tax revenue. 

 

Nearly $2 billion was disbursed to 37 states as their cumulative share of revenues collected from 

oil, gas and mineral production on federal lands located within their borders, and U.S. offshore 

oil and gas tracts adjacent to their shores. 

 

The state of Wyoming again led all states in FY2011 by receiving more than $971 million as its 

share of revenues from mineral production on federal lands within its borders, including oil, gas 

and coal production. New Mexico received more than $434 million. Disbursements to other top 

energy-producing states included $156 million to Colorado; more than $149 million to Utah; $88 

million to California; $43 million to Montana; and more than $29 million to North Dakota. 

 

A complete list of states receiving revenues through fiscal year 2011 is available on the Office of 

Natural Resources Revenue’s website at www.onrr.gov. 

http://www.onrr.gov/


About $538 million was disbursed to 34 American Indian Tribes and about 30,000 individual 

Indian mineral owners. By comparison, $407 million was disbursed to American Indian Tribes 

and individual Indian mineral owners during FY 2010. 

 

Tribes apply the revenues to healthcare, infrastructure, education and other critical community 

development programs, such as senior centers, public safety projects and youth initiatives. Some 

revenues also are distributed to tribal members. Individual Indian mineral owners use the 

revenues, which often serve as a major source of primary income, to support their families and 

fund business initiatives and capital investments. 

 

The FY2011 revenue disbursements also funded programs that promote state and local water, 

recreational and conservation efforts, including $1.53 billion to the Reclamation Fund; $892 

million for the Land and Water Conservation Fund; and $150 million for the Historic 

Preservation Fund. Receipts deposited in the Reclamation Fund are made available by Congress 

through annual appropriation acts for authorized water management and efficiency programs and 

related projects that benefit 17 Western States. 

 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund, established by Congress in 1964, provides grants to 

state, federal and local governments to acquire land, water and easements for recreation use and 

the protection of natural treasures. The fund has helped state agencies and local communities 

acquire nearly seven million acres of land and easements, developed popular recreational areas 

such as Harper’s Ferry in West Virginia, California's Big Sur Coast and the Greater Yellowstone 

Ecosystem in Montana, and helped to build and maintain thousands of local playgrounds, soccer 

fields, and baseball diamonds. 

 

“Investment in conservation is an investment not only in our quality of life but also in our 

economy,” said Secretary Salazar. “Every dollar of oil and gas royalties that is reinvested in 

parks, open space and rivers through the Land and Water Conservation Fund returns more than 
$4 in economic value.” 

 

The Historic Preservation Fund provides matching grants to help state and tribal historic 

preservation offices preserve cultural and other historic resources. Since its inception in 1970, 

the fund has provided more that $1 billion in assistance. 

 

Interior’s Office of Natural Resources Revenue is responsible for collecting and disbursing 

revenues from energy production that occurs onshore on federal and American Indian lands and 

offshore on the Outer Continental Shelf. Under the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management 

and Budget, ONRR makes disbursements on a monthly basis from royalties, rents and bonuses it 

collects from mineral companies. 
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